
DC-NET 
Digital Cultural Heritage Network

Christophe DESSAUX
Ministère de la Culture et de la Communication

Public launch event
Rome, 17 February 2010



Dynamics and governance of 
the network

Who we are

Where we come from

What we are aiming at

Christophe DESSAUX - MCC Rome, 17 February 2010 <1>



Who we are

A consortium of Ministries of Culture from 8 Member States

1. Italy: ICCU / MiBAC (Central Institute for the Union Catalogue of the Italian Libraries 
and for Bibliographic Information of the Italian Ministry of Cultural Heritage and 
Activities)

2. France : MCC (Ministère de la Culture et de la Communication)

3. Estonia: EVKM (Ministry of Culture)

4. Slovenia: MKRS (Ministry of Culture)

5. Greece: HMC (Hellenic Ministry of Culture)

6. Sweden: RA (National Archives, in representation of the Swedish Ministry of 
Culture)

7. Hungary: OKM (Ministry of Education and Culture)

8. Belgium: STIS (Federal Science Policy Office/Scientific and Technical Information 
Service)
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Where we come from

Partners who have a long experience of working together in the field of digitisation of 
Cultural heritage and related Research activities

• Since early 2000, Member States supported by the European Commission worked 
together to create the conditions to bring together their digitised resources (Lund 
principles, 2001)

• In the National Representatives Group (NRG) and the best practice network 
MINERVA, they identified the need for a way of promoting access to the richness 
and diversity of our collections

• This process was reinforced by a strong political commitment since 2006 
(Recommendations, Council Conclusions)
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The Minerva Network
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The Minerva Network
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Minerva‐MinervaPlus‐Minerva eC projects (2002‐2008)
gathered the culture ministries of 20 EU countries.
sustained by more than 150 cultural institutions.

Activities aligned with the Commission’s activities for the development of the 
European Digital Library 

Action lines: 
Integration among the various sectors: libraries, museums, archives;
Thematics of intellectual property rights, interoperability and 
multilingualism;
Sharing good practices in digitisation;
Coordination inside and among Member States;
Monitoring progresses



The Minerva Network
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The MINERVA network (2002-2008) elaborated guidelines and 
recommendations shared by the EU Member States for the 
digitisation of cultural heritage and online accessibility.

OUTPUTS : http://www.minervaeurope.org

Good practices handbook
Digitisation guidelines
Quality tools for cultural web sites
Cost reduction in digitisation handbook
Multilingualism report
IPR guidelines
Study on user needs of cultural websites and portals

Annual digitisation report
...

<6>



The Minerva Network
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MINERVA has contributed in stimulating decision makers and 
implementers:

•to use international standards
•to adopt guidelines, shared at European level
•to enhance interoperability and accessibility of digital content
•to create the conditions to improve the quality of content and 
services

It gathered Ministries and governing bodies of all Member States and 
created a network of hundreds of experts from all over the Member 
States
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http://www.michael‐culture.org/

A service giving access to 
More than 10,000 digital collections 
The digital collections group millions of records.
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One national portal
for each Member State
+1 European portal

Belgium
Bulgaria
Czech Republic
Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Italy (coordinator)

MICHAEL /MICHAEL+ (2004-8)

MICHAEL Culture Association
(2007 ->)
Created in November 2007 to ensure the 
sustainability of Michael and to gather Michael 
partners

Malta
the Netherlands
Poland
Portugal
Slovak Republic
Spain
Sweden
United Kingdom

http://www.michael‐culture.org/



What we are aiming at

Building on the achievements and on the existing 
network

Developing further links with Research and Technology

For this, DC-net will : 

‐ Develop a Network of Common Interest (WP1)

‐ Link with eInfrastructures (WP2)

‐ Plan for Joint Activities (WP6)

Christophe DESSAUX - MCC Rome, 17 February 2010 <10>



In DC-net we will
• design aJoint Activities Plan (JAP)

• begin the implementation of the JAP with a programme of 
training initiatives

• gather information about the regional and national research 
programmes that will support the implementation of the 
JAP

• investigate commonalities and synergies among the national 
and regional initiatives

• identify the source of funding for the future implementation 
of the JAP

• agree on concrete cooperation actions to be carried out 
beyond the end of the DC-NET funding period.
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A perspective for the network : 
the Joint Activities Plan (JPA)

A plan of activities:

- agreed among the partners of DC-NET, 

- shared with the new members who will join the DC-NET 
network along the project life time,

- receiving the endorsement and commitment of the 
participating Ministries,

- containing a set of concrete actions for the implementation 
of the research agenda defined in the project ,

- supporting the implementation of a comprehensive cultural 
heritage e-Infrastructure
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Initial set of research themes to be 
considered for the JPA

• Standards, metadata and automatic extraction of knowledge,

• Protocols for interoperability,

• Empowered search engines (e.g. metadata pre-processing),

• Advanced repositories architectures (e.g. distributed 
repositories) and digital preservation,

• Rights management, use and re-use of content,

• Survey about existing digital content to be made accessible,

• Secure access and identity management.
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Main components for the JPA

The JPA will detail a range of activities articulated over two 
main streams:

• Guidelines and recommendations (follow up of MINERVA)

• Data and service infrastructure (evolution of MICHAEL)

The implementation of the JPA will be initiated during the DC-
NET project and will continue later on within new projects, 
possibly also funded by EC.
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Committing for the continuation of 
the joint activities

• In DC-net we will prepare a commitment decision about the 
continuation of the research programme as outlined in the 
Joint Activities Plan

• The decision will be shared among:
– Cultural bodies, 

– e-Infrastructure providers 

– research sector, 

• The decision will include sustainability :
– identification of the initial financial resources

– financial plan for a longer term
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Thank you for your attention

Christophe Dessaux

WP3 and WP6 co-leader

christophe.dessaux@culture.gouv.fr

www.dc-net.org

info@dc-net.org
17


